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BREAK SAFE ON
FLORIDA FLIER

IWO MASKED IN
DOB R..F. & P. TRAINNEAfc FRANCONIA
Hold Up Express iMessenger
A. Y. Chambliss at Point

of Pistol.

CRACK SAFE WITH AX.
THROWING IT FROM TRAIN

Robbers Jump From Open Door
and Return to Booty by

Roadside.

I,OSS NOT YKT DKTKRMI XKI>

F.xpress Company Says Iron llox
Contained No liar^e Sum

of Money.

Two masked white men about
o'clock last nipht boarded the first
sretion of train .ViinihT fl!,
tii" Ittehmond KrederieksburK ami
Potomac Railroad t'ompany, due h<-r»*
.«t 1 - 4 ft o'clock this morn Inc. ami. after
iivcrpow^rlnB the express messmsT
and lorkiriK him In the car. throw the
s**fe from the (inorw.iv of the car ami
. scaped on .1 heavy »;rad«- running up to
Kra-nronln, a short rtistanee north of

Krederteksbura.
It is supposed that the moil Kot

aboard the train in Washington. It was

while the train was nearinc Kranconla
that the-, entered the express icar ami
ordered th- mfssenRcr to hold up his
hands. The mesnencer was' powerless
to aid himself, and was overcome. The
robbers then attempted to blow open
tlx- safe, eraeked It open with an

a*, and, being unsuccessful in this,
threw it off as the train was running at
slow speed upgrade. It is not known
here what was in the safe

MKSSr.Vt.KHM Kll I M»
i.iii kkii r\ rill.Ill « \n

The train arrived at Hyr«l Street .Sta¬
tion on tlmf, and it was discovered th<*n
that tlif messenger was locked ii> his,
car. Telegraph wires flashed back the
information, and it was learned in the!
local offices that two automobiles had
been stolen near Franconla soon after
the time of tli«» robbery, and it is sup-j
posed that fhey were used to carry off j
the .<taf<*.
The messenger wan released when

he arrived in Ityrd Street Station, and;
ontlnued with the train. He did not
know at the time, it was said, how
much money the safe contained. Ac-1
cording to his story, two masked men1
entered the side door of his car soon

after leaving Washington and threat¬
ened him with revolvers if he did not

give them the key to the safe. lie
at once complied with this demand. The
men were unable to force open the safe,
and, when Hearing Franconla, where [
the train necessarily liad to slow down,
they picked up the safe and hurled it
from the train. Then they dropped off.;
The messenger was released when

he arrived here, but the train remained
only long enough for him to give a'
rather disconnected story. Theauthorl-j
ties of all the counties and cities be-j
tween here and Washington were noil-'
fied, and were asked to look out for|
I he robbers. It was learned after¬
wards that two automobiles had been
stolen near the scene of the robbery.
Express Messenger O. V. Chamhliss

was in charge of the car, and Messen¬
ger M. M. Williams was returning home
dead-head. Uoth men were held up.
< IIAMHI.ISS DKSt'It IIIKS

SKNSA'FIOXA 1« HOI,II-1 I'

According to Messenger A. Y. Cham-
bliss, who detailed his experience hur¬
riedly to Southern Express Company
ofllclals at the Byrd Street Station dur-i
ing the few minutes that the Jackson¬
ville Express remained in Richmond,
the two robbers broke the glass doors
of the express car as the train wns

slowly making Its way on an upgrade
near Franconia, and, thrusting two

pistols through the apertures, ordered
him to come forward and r.pen the
doors.

. j
There was nothing to do hut obey.

Express Messenger M. M. Williams,
who was 111, was lying down. In his
excitement, Chamhliss called loudly to
Williams to come to his assistance.
The robbers threatened him with In¬
stant death if the doors were not opened
immediately, and Chamhliss reluctantly
opened one of the doors.
messknokr hii.mams

KIVES ACCOUNT OK HOndlOIIV
Williams who has been 111 for sev¬

eral days, was on his way to his home
"

^Continued on Third Page.)

LIN CUDS NEEI1ED
FOB COAST DEFENSES

Army Hoard I'lnds That Old Type
Is Not K<|unl to Major < a)i-

bre Weapons Afloat.

(iAKKISOX SIH.MITS HIS KKI'OKT

Program for Construction, as Out¬
lined, Would ltequlre Sum of #40,-
<>00,000.Aeroplanes Regarded as

Absolutely Mssentlal for Scouting.

WASHI.ViTOX, February 1*..<iuns
of greater range nnil power than any
that could bo arrayed against them
wero asked for American coast defenses
in ;in army board report submitted by
Secretary Garrison and made public
to-day by the House Appropriations
t'oinmittee. The board advised that the

old type twelve-Inch guns and mortars

"are not equal in range sind power to

major calibre guns afloat."
Mr. OarriRon recommended the im¬

mediate Improvement of some of the

coast defenses, so that the range of
the old twelve-inch guns could l>e in¬
creased to 20.000 var.'S. and the board

suggested that wherever it was neces¬

sary to construct new works, the la rife r
Runs should he slxtecn-inch weapons.
I'H WCiKS WII.I. M\KK

IIANtiK KPFBCTIVK
The board's report said, in part:
'After full consideration of the ques¬

tion presented by the Secretary of War,
tl>e board finds.
"That the old type twelve-inch guns

and mortars are not equal In range and
power to major calibre guns afloat.
"That by minor changes in the car¬

riage of the old type twelve-inch gun
and by the provision of a certain pro¬
portion of lichter projectiles, an effec¬
tive range of about 20/»0C yards can

be Riven these Runs, and that these
changes should be made.
"That the Rreat majority of our

fourteen-inch Runs, with certain sllRht
changes which have already been or¬

dered, and by the supply of a portion
of the projectiles of lighter weight, are

suitable In power and range to meet
any that may now be brought against
them.
"That a policy should he adopted of

providing through annual appropria¬
tions for such modernizing of fortifica¬
tions as will result in keeping pace
with the Improvement in armament
float.
"That in the case of those works

wlicrf modernizing involves very px-
tonsiVf ohanRPX in implacements. K»n
.arriaRCH, etc., it will he the policy to
construct new works and provide new
armaments adequate for the demands
of the situation. ^ ,

"That the old works should be held,
when practicable and desirable, as a

secondary line of defense.
"That the mortars to be installed In

future should be of not less than
twelve-inch calibre, with a range of
at least 21.000 yards.
"That this weapon should lie the

numerically predondennnt type In our
coast defenses, it must not, however,
at any important point be adopted to
the exclusion of high-power direct-fire
guns." |
CONSTnrCTION I'nOGRAM

CALLS KOIt *40,000.000
Secretary Garrison's statement to the

committee reviewed the program for
construction of coast defenses, which,
he said, would require $40,000,000.
"The project, as revised to date," he

said, "calls for 1.301 guns and mortars
of calibres from three-inch to sixtee,n-
inch, inclusive. Of this number, 1.1 S4,
or 01 per cent, have been provided for.
all of which, except sixteen, are now
mounted in fortifications. There re¬
mains to be appropriateil for 117 guns
and mortars."

For the coast guns, the secretary
said the allowance of ammunition was
based on a quantity sufficient for a
two-hour engagement for half the total
number of weapons mounted, and that
there was on hand and under manu¬
facture probably 73 per cent of this
allowance. 'The prescribed allowance
of ammunition for fortifications of the
Insular possessions and the Panama
Canal, he said, was enough "to carry
the guns through a two-hour engage¬
ment, together with special provision
in some batteries for land defense
needs."
Approximately 71 per cent of the al¬

lowance has been supplied for the
Hawaiian and Philippine armaments
and 7S per cent for Panama.
Of the total project for field artil-

ler.v, Mr. Garrison said, it Included
1,292 guns and howitzers, of -which
funds had been provided for the manu-
facture of 860. Ammunition on hand
for the artillery was 38 per cent of the
amount required for the guns provided
for. and 31 per cent of the entire pro¬
ject.
AF<NOPI<AXBS AHSOl.LTKI.Y

BSS13XTIAI» KOI) SCOUTING
i/cssons of the ICuropean war, Mr.

Garrison added, had demonstrated that
aeroplanes were absolutely essential
for scouting, and that automobiles were
importan't in transportation.
The fortification appropriation bill, as

approved by Secretary Garrison, In¬
cludes the provision proposed by the
War Department to authorize the
Secretary of War to grant to the Nor¬
folk-Southern Railroad a perpetual
right of way through the lands ac¬
quired for fortifications at Cape Henry
In exchange for all the company's
lands and rights of way within those
lands, the railroad to he reimbursed
for its expense in exchanging the loca¬
tion of Its tracks and stations or other
properly.

DEMANDS ON CHINA |
INTEREST POWERS

Peking Memorandum Materially
Different From That Recently

Given Out in Tokyo.

U. S. MAY DIRECT INQUIRY

Anxious to Learn Which of Two
Versions Is Present Basis

of Negotiations.

WASHINGTON*. February is.--China
ha* instructed her ministers in '',r>
United States, <.«reat Britain. Franco
an«l liussia to deliver to those powers
a memorandum of the demands orig-
inaliy made l>y Japan for concessions
and privileges In return for the restora¬
tion of the territory of Kiauchnti to
China.

Kai Fu Shah. I he Chinese minister
h''re, has just presented the memo¬
randum to the State Department. This
contains seven or eight more demand*
than those in the memorandum tho
Japanese Foreign Office on February
^ gave to foreign diplomatic represen¬
tatives.

Officials of the American government
were considering to-day directing an
informal Inquiry to the American am¬
bassador at Tokyo and the minister at
Peking to learn which of the two ver¬
sions was the present basis of negotia¬
tions. but it was not believed this plan
would be carried out. because a volun¬
tary explanation of the differences i:i
the two versions was expected.

It was stated authoritatively late
to-day that the American government,
since the beginning of the negotiations,
had made no representations and taken
no diplomatic steps beyond keeping
itself informed along with the other
powers.
.1A I'A Nu:«K STaTIC >1 !.:NT

IS I'ltOIIA III.10 HASIS
The belief prevailed in otlicial quar¬

ters that, inasmuch as the Chinese
memorandum antedated considerably
the statement given the powers byJapan, the latter document probably
constituted the present basis of nego¬
tiations anil .signified either that the
original demands were only tentative
and orally made, or tha*. they had been
abandoned by Japan.
The Japanese version. confining

Japan's requests to privileges and con¬
cessions in Southern .Manchuria, inner
Mongolia and Shantung, competent
American observers believe, does not
conflict with the two policies to which
the United States has been committed
.the principle of maintaining the in-
tegrlty of China, and the "open door"
for commercial opportunity.
As for the original version, now give i

out by the Chinese government, there
was a belief in somn quarters that the
Japanese also had asked for privileges
in certain localities, as the Provinces
of Fukien and Kiangsi, with new rail-
way concessions and control .»f mining
works. Obligations requiring the con-
sent of Japan before choosing political.
financial or military advisers or the
Moating of loans were thought here.
too, to have referred « nlv to these
provinces and not to the republic of
China
IIKMANDS IIKSTKU TK1)

to cKiiTAi.\ ti:iiimt-.>ii i
According to the Japanese version, as

given in .Japan's memorandum to the
powers, her demands are restricted to
the territory within Iter "sphere «.f in-'
fluence" in China.
They are summarized as follows:
In Shantung.China is not t<> alien¬

ate or lease to another power part of
the Shantung const or islands: also
Japan is to build a spur of railway
from the main line hack to Klauchau
up to Chefoo.

In Manchuria and Mongolia.Lease of
the railways acquired from Russia is
to he extended, also, requests as lo
Japanese advisers, investment of capi-
tal, foreign concessions, etc. in these
regions.

In Fukien.As this is the province
on the" mainland of China, lying oppo-
site to the Japanese Island of Formosa,
China is not to cede or to lease any
port or hay in this locality.

It was pointed out in some quarters
to-day that it was to prevent dis-
crimination against foreigners in these
very spheres of influence that tin* "open
door" agreement between the powers
was brought about by the United
States.
IIWS N OTIC TO JAPAN

IX \;>VKMHi:it, 1800
Secretary Hay's note to Japan on

November 13, 1S09. said:
"It has seemed to this government

highly desirable that the various
powers claiming spheres of influence in
Chii.a should m'^'c formal assurances
they will in no way interfere with any
treaty port or any vested interest
within any so-called sphere of interest
or lensed territory they may have in
China."
Japan's reply said: "The imperial

government will have no hesitation to
give their assent to so just and fair a
proposal of the United States."

Interest in the Japan-Chinese nego-
tiations is intense in olllcial and dip¬
lomatic quarters.
FAIt KASTKHN AITAIHS

liitot oiiT i i» ix iiorsr.
Far Kastern affairs were brought up

a^nin in the House late to-day by
Hepresentativc Hobson, who discussed
newspaper reports of Japan's demands
on China. Republican Leader Mann
and Chairman Flood, of the Foreign
Affairs Committee, both protested that
the subject should not lie complicated,
nnd that President Wilson should lie
left with a free hand In dealing with
the situation.
"At this time," said Representative

Mann, j'lt is absolutely necessary that
the House and the people of the coun¬
try place their reliance in the Presi¬
dent of the United States.

"It would lie a serious thing for the
Congress, without all of the informa¬
tion which is available to the Presi-

(ConUnued on Third Page.)

1M POKTKl) I.A CAKOI.INA Clifruto*. 10c
Something new from C'ulm.try them..Advt

Promised Retaliatory Measures
Not Yet Announced by Brit¬

ish Government.

TEUTONS CELEBRATE VICTORY

Believe Russians Will Take Long
Time to Recover From Lat¬

est Blow in East.

Allies Make Progress
at Points in West

COVMM'KI) notlvlty nmrkn the
lirnicrrMM of tlx* I'timptilKU In

llrlKlum rinil Prmirr. In tlinl nrrnn

I In- nlllfM n ppnrcn tl} linve mil lie
t'onnlilrruble priiKri'MH ill vnrloun
|io11)tn. Tlic artillery on linth nlilrN
keep* on luittrrliiK ..'<* ii|i|io«tii|;
linrM, while there hnvr liern luinil-
to-hnnil riii'ounlrrN for Ihp pox«eN-
nIiiii of trenche*.

In the cn*t. except In llir I'nrpn-
thiniiN, nml puHnllily In n uri'tlnii of
I'olnnil. the It iihmIii u« continue to rr-

trcnt hefore the licrninn mlvunce,
iiKImiiikIi It l< reported tlint they
lire lirltifcInK up xtronjr rclnforce-
inrnl.x (o rliiH'k IIip fierinntiM ami
.A tint rln ii n.

In the l-'rcnch Clinmltrr nf llrpu-
tlrn, I'rrmlrr \'l\lniil reltcrntrd thnt
I'rnnrp trould riintlniir the nnr

until victory linn lieen nrhloved, nuil
ileclnreil tliut the Kovrrnmrnl nnM

il ("tirni I n cil to lirlnjc nluuit the
rrHtorntlon of IlelKlum mid rrtnkc
Aluni'P nnd I.or mine.

Ill n niCNMnRe tolling the l.rriiinii
fhiiucellor of tlic victory of IiIn
troopn In Knit I'riinHln, llir Kmpcror
hii lit t Ii ii t liln Joy over the tirrmau
MUrcpjiM tthm tempered liy the dr-
Ntriii'tlmi vrrouKtit liy the lliiHslnns.
..Our henutlful Mny.iirlnn country,"
lie (lcrlnri'tl, Ml» n lvllilernenN."

LONDON*. February is (10:40 p. M.).
.N'o incidents. so far as is known, have
yet marked the opening of Germany's
submarine blockade of the British
Isles, although it has been In force for
n arly twenty-four hours. Nor has the
British government thus far announced
its promised retaliatory measures.

Precautions. however, are being
taken on this side of the North Sea,
and. although the German government
h-ts warned the German people not to
expect any sensational developments
for some days, the regular cross-chan¬
nel passenger services have been some¬
what curtailed and altered. Otherwise
the sea-borne trade of the country is
proceeding much as usual.
The White Star steamship Adriatic,

from New York. February 10. crossed
the Irish Sea during the night, but did
not resort to the use of a neutral flag
to evade German submarines. Other
ocean liners and freight steamers are

maintaining regular schedules.
A fleet of freight steamers left Den¬

mark for Kngland with provisions
aboard, and it was to keep track of
these, it is believed, that German air¬
ships. one of which was destroyed by
fir.* yesterday, and another of which
was reported wrecked to-day on the
Danish coast, have been so active.
CI UIOS1TV AS TO WHAT

It KIM, Y or I . S. Wll.l. 1110
In Kngland, Germany's reply to the

American note of protest against in¬
terference with neutral ships is creat¬
ing more interest than the threatened
blockade, and there is a great deal of
curiosity as to what the United States
will say in response.
Even Germany's victory over the

Russians in East Prussia and Northern
Poland, and the claim of the Germans
to have taken 64.000 prisoners, take
second place in these diplomatic rjues-
tions between the Germans and the
neutral nations.

In Germany, however, this second
victory of Field Marshal von llinden-
hurg in the province of which he had
long made a military study, is being
celebrated with the greatest enthu¬
siasm. and the expectation there Is
that the Husseins will take a long time
to recover from this blow, even should
they made a stand on the Nicmen
River, as they did last autumn.

It is evident, however, that the Rus¬
sians are far from being beaten. Ac¬
cording to their reports, battles «rs in
progress not far from the Kast Prus¬
sian frontier, and troops are being
rushed from tlie interior to check the
German advance, which is being made
oil a front some L'OO miles in extent
across the Provinces of Vilna and
G rod no.

FIGHTING 4'OVri.XI KS
IN THK CAII PATH IA XS

In the Carpathians heavy fighting
continues, and the Russians claim to
have repulsed all the Austro-Gerinaii
attacks, while in Rukowina the Aus-
triaus, with their German supporters,
are pushing across the country. They
have occupied Koloinea, in Galicla,
about sixteen miles north of the P.uko-
wina frontier. It is again reported.¦
this time officially.that they are in
possession of C/.ernowltz, capital of
Rukowina.
The allies, in the hope of relieving

the pressure on the Russians, have
taken the offensive along the western
line, and, although the French and
German accounts differ as to tho re-
suits of this, it is evident that the
French aiid British have made gains at
some points which they say to-night
have been maintained.
The Germans have evacuated the

village of Nprroy, north of Pont-a-
Mousson, which they had captured last
week, after a severe fight.
Tho dispute between Greece and

Turkey over an insnlt to the Greek
naval attache, at Constantinople, has'
been sot tied by a personal apology and

j the publication of the apology in Turk¬
ish newspapers.

GERMANY'S POSITION
FIRMLY MAINTAINED

SHIP-PURCHASE BILL
SENT TO CONFERENCE

Democratic Senators Agree to Take
l"p Hig Appropriation

Measures.

Wlliii AVOID KXTRA SESSION

[Compact, Which Ilreaks l,ong Strug¬
gle, Reached Late in Day.Repub¬
licans Promise Not to Filibuster
Against Money Hills.

WASHINGTON'. P. C.. February IS.. JBlocked in their efforts to net a vote
on the llou.se ship-purchase bill. Demo-
era tic Senators to-day agreed to take
tip appropriation bills, and sent the
shipping measure to conference until ;
February 27. when it must take its |
chances of being filibustered to its
death on March -I.

Republican Senators entered into a

"gentleman's agreement'' with Demo-
cratic leaders to let the bill go to con¬

ference. on condition thnt approprla-
tlon measures be passed within the next
ten days to avoid an extra session.
The Democrats. It Is reported, agreed to
a reasonable cut in the rivers and har¬
bors bill, and the Republicans in turn
gave assurances that they would not
filibuster against any appropriation
measures. Democrats further agreed
that when the ship-purchase bill comes
out of conference, the Republicans will
be given an opportunity to renew their
light against it.
The compact which broke the long;

struggle was reached late in the day.
Administration leaders maintained that
It was the best they could hope for. and
Republican Senators insisted that tlii>
action meant the bill was dead. All
seemed to agree there would be no
ex t ra session.
INSIST II.V VO'I'HS OX

'I'll Kilt AMI-:\I>>1K\T.S
When the time came to put the

agreement into operation, revolting
Democrats and other S<-iif'.ors opposed
letting the bill no 10 conference until
votes could be had on their amend-
meats.
There was a flood or oratory and

many roll calls, and all amendments
were voted down.
Senator Hankhead's amendment to

provide that government ships he ad-
mitted to coastwise shipping was de-
feated, 6-1 to -lit. the alignment which
has prevailed for many weeks break-
ing up. Twenty-two Republican Sena-

! tors voted with the administration
Democrats, and some regular Demo-
erats joined with the recalcitrant Ucm-
ocrats and progressive Republicans.
Senator Hitchcock's amendment to

prevent the exportation of munitions
of war to belligerents was tabled. .*. 1
to ST.; an amendment by Senator O'tSor-
man to prohibit purchase of belligerent
ships was tattled. 45 to 13: one by Wll-
liain Aldeii Smith to create a commis-
sion to study the problem of ocean
transportation was tabled, 52 to 31, and
one by-Senator Poimlexter to prevent;
government ships plying between the
United States ami belligerent ports met
a like fate.

Another l'olnriexter amendment to
authorize the President to expend J3»,-
000,000 for construction of ships in
American shipyards, and to operate'
them outside of the war zone, also was
dofeated. The Fletcher motion to send
the bill to conference then prevailed
without a dissenting vote.

^-^qrnba.5
CTnm&s yY.Ooj^^rxL

FRANCE TO CARRY ON WAR
UNTIL VICTORY IS GAINED

Determined to llring About Restora¬
tion of Kel^him and to Retake

Alsace and Ijorrulne.

DEPUTIES t'HKKH PREMIER

Viviani Declares Nation Will Persist
I'ntil Cierman Imperialism, \Vlilcli
Has Endeavored to Crush All Iiil>-
erty, Is Itself Wiped Out.

'

PARIS. February IS M:5.r, I\ M.)..
Premier Rene Ylvlnni took occasion to
declare afresh to the Chamber of
Deputies to-day that it was the deter¬
mination of the French government to
prosecute the war until victory for the
allies hn<i been fully attained.
"The government is determined," the

Premier said, "to bring about the
restoration of Belgium and to retake
Alsaee ami I.orraine." The deputies
wildly applauded A1 Viviani's state¬
ment.
Premier Viviani alluded eloquently to

the tenderness felt, by France for the
heroic f#lelity of the populations of the
provinces occupied by the Germans in
Northern France, which, he said, were
"suffering under brutalities of Prussian
militarism."

France, he added, would persist until
Ciernuwi imperalism. which had en¬
deavored to crush all liberty, was itself
crushed.
II K,l( MOttAI. I'DiKK

SI STAINS SO I.I) I KIIS
The Premier spoke of the sufferings

of the people of France, of the cour¬
age and the steadfastness of the men
in the mud of the trenches, and. above
all, of the high moral force which sus¬
tained them in saving the country.
The occasion of the Premier's decla¬

ration was the question raised by
Charles fhaumet, for the Republicans
of the left, as to the propriety of two
Socialist Cabinet ministers, Jules
(itiesdc and Marcel Senibat. in taking
part in the international Socialist con¬
ference recently held in l.ondon. Chnu-
tnet atllrnied members of the Cabinet
could not ad in a political sense with
persons from other countries without
raising doubt a.> to the unity of the
French ministry.

M. Chaumet thanked Premier Viviani
for having dissipated, by his declara¬
tion. any wrong impression regarding
the national policy.

"TIIK VEIJIIIKST >V.\\ TO ntl.TIMORK."
York lliver-i'beta ppiiko Onv. 'tl^ I* M.only »: ,V> anil superior .tfrvlee SOT K. Main

Ktrcot.

REPLY TO PROTEST
OF UNITED STATES
FRIENDLY IN TONE

Suggests Warships as Con¬
voy to Merchant Ves¬

sels in Danger Zone.

GUARDED VESSELS MUST
NOT CARRY WAR SUPPLIES

Action of Kaiser's Government
Made Necessary by Great

Britain's Policy.
FIGHT FOll FREEDOM OF SEA

Hope Expressed That This Govern¬
ment Will Appreciate Rea¬

sons for Course.

Blockade of 'Waters
Now in Full Swing

THK blocknde of I lip n ntrr*
nrounil the Ilrltlnli Inlen ift

theoretlcnlly now in full nwlnc, lmt
no rvent hn* oci'urrod, no fnr nn the
public known, to mark the lionln-
ninR of German activities with
mlncn nnd nuhmarlncM nicnlnnt ven-
*rlN entering wntern which linve
liccn proclaimed u wnr tunr,

Iteportn from I.omlon Indicate thi>:
the llrltlnh do not view t.ermnny'N
coiiteiiiplnted nctloii Yvltli nlnrm, n 1-
t hoiifch nil precnutlonn have heen
taken to counteract the efforts of
the navnl nrm of t.crmnny to pre¬
vent MiippllcN from renchlnfc tirent
llrltnln nnd to dentroy merchnnt-
mcn.

WnnhlnKton report* thnt fier-
mnny'N reply to the American note
of warning ascnlnat nttnckn on
American vennelM haa nerved to In-
crcnne rather than dlmlnlnli tlic con¬
cern of the American government
over the ponnlhllity of compllcntlonn.
The nuRKentlon thnt Amerlcnu war-
nhlpn convoy Amcrlcnn merchnnt
murine In looked upon hy the Wnith-
InRlon ofllclnlM nn Impractlcnhlc.

ICmpernr William, I'rince Henryof 1'runnln nnd Admiral von Tlrpltr,
the Mlnlnter of the Xnvy, have (tone
to Wllhelmnhaven, nnd will proceed
to other nnvnl ntntlonn to direct the
blockade of Knicland.

BGIIL1N' (via London, February IS..
Germany's reply to the protest of the
United States against designation of a
naval war zone about the British Isles
is couched in the most friendly terms,but firmly maintains the position of
Germany as already announced.The German note recommends thatthe United States send warships to Eng¬land to convoy merchant vesselsthrough the danger zone as securityagainst attack, with the understandingthat vessels thus guarded shall carry
no war supplies.
JIETHOD NEVER KKOIGMZED

IX 1X'TKIt NATIOXA I, LAWj The note, which has been transmittedto Washington through the American
embassy, explains that Germany's ac¬
tion was made necessary by Great Brit¬ain's policy of attempting to cut offthe food supply of the German civil
population by a method never recog-nixed in international law. England's
course in ordering merchantmen to flyneutral (lags, equipping them with ar-
tlllery, and ordering them to destroysubmarines, Germany contends, renders
nugatory the right of search, and givesGermany the right to attack Englishshipping. Germany holds that she can¬
not abandon that right under the stress
England has forced upon her.
Germany argues that since she must

compel her enemies to return to the
recognized principles of international
law, and restore the freedom of the

'seas, the star).I she has taken is neces¬
sary. Hope is expressed that the
American government will understand
the position in which Germany has been
placed, and appreciate the reasons for
her course.
The reply closes with expression of

the hope that the United States mayprevail upon Great Britain "to return
to the principles of international law
recognized prior to the outbreak of the
war," and In particular obtain observ¬
ance of the Declaration of I/ondon. Ifthis were done, the note explains, Ger¬
many would t>e able to import food sup¬plies and raw materials. Germany
would recognize in this, says the reply,
an Invaluable service toward a more
'humane conduct of the war. nnd would
act in accordance with the new sttun-
tion thus created.
TEXT or EHMAX I1KPI.V

TO AMERICA X NOTE
The text of Germany's reply to ihe

American note follows:
"The imperial government lias ex-j amined the communication from the1 United States government in the same

spirit of good will and friendship by
which the communication appears to
have been dictated. The imperial gov¬
ernment is in accord with the United
States government that for both par-
ties it is in a high degree desirable to
avoid misunderstandings which might
arise from measures announced by the

I: German admiralty and to provideagainst the occurrence of Incidents
which might trouble the friendly rela-


